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Town of Union 
PLAN COMMISSION MEETING 

Minutes of March 31, 2011 
 

The Town of Union Plan Commission regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 31, 2011 at the Evansville Fire Station, 425 Water St., Evansville, WI by 
Chairman Alvin Francis.  Members in attendance included Chairman Francis, Doug Zweizig, 
Kim Gruebling, Eric Larsen, Dave Pestor, and Renee Exum.  Town Chairman Kendall 
Schneider and Supervisors George Franklin and Don Krajeck were also in attendance. 
 
Approve February 24, 2011 Plan Commission Minutes 
Motion to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2011 Plan Commission meeting as written 
made by Doug Zweizig.  Second by Eric Larsen.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
Public Comment (10 minutes max/issue) 
No comments. 
 
Discussion: Farmland Preservation 
The survey requested by the County was completed and sent in following the February meeting; 
Alvin Francis has heard nothing since from the County.  Don Krajeck reported receiving a letter 
today stating all PACE applications are on hold until funding issues are sorted out. 
 
Discussion: Evansville Comp Plan Amendments 
Francis stated three Plan Commission members went to the County meeting last week.  The 
Evansville City Council meeting is next Monday, April 4.  Kim Gruebling explained there is no 
proposal for annexation being considered by the City at this time, only an amendment to their 
comprehensive plan.  Residents living in area proposed for annexation would need to vote on 
annexation if one were to be proposed.  Gruebling stated the Town is meeting April 7 with the 
City to see if boundary agreements can be discussed and agreed upon.  Gruebling talked to 
Mayor Decker and they may have some revised maps to present at the meeting next week.  He 
encourages residents to attend the City meeting on Monday if they are interested or concerned 
about the issue.  Zweizig stated that at last week’s meeting the group learned that the issues 
the City and Town are facing regarding working together are not unique and have been faced by 
other municipalities. 

 
Exum would like to consult with legal counsel regarding annexation concerns and laws, to 
establish a plan for going forward.  Zweizig, others agree.  Questions to ask include 1) under 
what conditions can land be annexed without landowner consent; 2) what is the process for 
annexation and how long would it take; 3) how does the process of “forced” annexation differ 
from landowner requested annexation; and 4) what ordinances could the City adopt that would 
affect the Town and its residents.  Motion to request attorney review of questions and 
preparation of response made by Eric Larsen.  Second by Dave Pestor.  Gruebling wonders if 
the Plan Commission wants the attorney to appear at a meeting to discuss the issue, or prepare 
an opinion in writing, and if they want him to appear what meeting should he attend, Plan 
Commission or Board?  Members agreed that it would be beneficial to have legal counsel 
present to discuss the issue, and the issue is pressing and requires attention prior to the next 
Plan Commission meeting.  Amendment to original motion to request that legal counsel be 
present at the next Board meeting (April 12, 2011) and prepared to provide answers to the 
questions posed made by Eric Larsen.  Second by Dave Pestor.  Motion carried 5-0, Kim 
Gruebling abstaining. 
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Discussion: Plan Commission Policies and Implementation Strategies 
No discussion. 
 
Discussion: Conditional Use Permit Renewals/Reviews 
The Plan commission agreed that they would like to change the current process and start 
notifying permit holders of the date their permits are up for review. 

 
Public Hearing: Review and Recommendation to Town Board Adoption of Ordinance 
2011-03, An Ordinance Imposing a Temporary Moratorium on the Construction of Towers 
and Antennas in the Town of Union  
Public hearing opened at 8:24 p.m. 

 
Francis noted that a radio tower proposed in Rutland was what prompted the moratorium.  Sue 
Pestor thinks that a moratorium is a good idea, as it will allow the Town time to develop a good 
ordinance.  Bob Janes asked if there is a request for a tower or antenna pending at this time; 
there is not. 

 
Public hearing closed at 8:28 p.m. 

 
Zweizig outlined that the process for developing ordinance would begin with a review of 
Magnolia’s ordinance, obtaining assistance from an expert who knows about towers/antennas, 
and holding a public hearing.  He feels the town would need a minimum of 4 months to 
complete the process; six months would be more realistic. 

 
Gruebling believes moratoriums may be overused, and does not feel that there is a demand for 
tower development in the Town that prompts the need for a moratorium.  

 
Motion to recommend to the Board adoption of Ordinance 2011-03, An Ordinance Imposing a 
Temporary Moratorium on the Construction of Towers and Antennas in the Town of Union for a 
period of 6 months made by Doug Zweizig.  Second by Eric Larsen.  Motion carried by voice 
vote 5-0, Kim Gruebling abstaining. 

 
Motion to request Town Board approval to have Town Engineer assist with drafting of tower 
ordinance made by Doug Zweizig.  Second by Eric Larsen.  Motion carried by voice vote 5-0, 
Kim Gruebling abstaining. 

 
Motion to adjourn made by Kim Gruebling.  Second by Eric Larsen.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 
p.m. 
 
 


