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TOWN OF UNION  
MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

Minutes of Thursday, March 3, 2011 
 
The Town of Union monthly board meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Evansville Fire Station, 
425 Water St., Evansville, WI by Chairman Kendall Schneider.  Members in attendance included 
Chairman Schneider, Supervisors George Franklin and Don Krajeck, Treasurer Sharon Franklin, and 
Clerk Regina Ylvisaker.  Plan Commission member Dave Pestor was also in attendance.  Constable Kim 
Gruebling was not in attendance; Building Inspector Bob Fahey arrived late.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited. 
 
Clerk’s minutes (February 3 & 7, 2011) 
Motion to approve the minutes of February 3, 2011 and February 7, 2011 as written made by Don 
Krajeck.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Treasurer’s report 
Treasurer Sharon Franklin reported balances as of February 28, 2010: 
 

Local Gov’t Investment Pool General Fund   $               0.00 
Park and Recreation Fund     $      12,426.36 
UB&T Money Market Sweep Account    $    140,809.96 

Of Which $5,580 is Re-Valuation Fund 
UB&T Checking Account     $      15,000.00 
Leedlemill Bridge CD      $      18,875.23 
Wayne Disch Memorial Park Fund    $        2,393.15 
Morning Ridge Stub Road CD     $      20,146.62 
 
Escrow Accounts: 
 Robert Janes/Bakers Crossing   $           813.77 
 Teresa Lane  
  Bank of Monticello   $        2,891.25 
  Michael Kipp    $           963.75 

 
Constable’s report 
Constable Kim Gruebling was not in attendance; Kendall Schneider reported receiving a call today of dog 
at large from Larry and Bonnie Luchsinger.  They report a shepherd mix has been hanging around their 
home for over a week; the dog has tags but they are unable to catch it to check the tags. 
 
Building Inspector’s report 
Bob Fahey arrived late and reported no permits issued for the month of February. 

 
Farmland Preservation Update 
Wade Thompson, Rock County Planning & Development, was in attendance.  Thompson reported that 
the County is looking at developing a farmland preservation plan prior to updating any town ordinances.  
The County plan will be a collection of the Town plans.  Essentially, the Towns will tell the County what 
they want their farmland preservation plan to look like, and the County will incorporate that into the Rock 
County plan.  The Town needs to decide what lands it wants certified into the A1 district?   
 
Thompson also noted that there is currently a bill being considered by the assembly and senate that 
would remove the conversion fee; this is also part of the Governor’s budget proposal.   

 
Public Comment (5 min max per item, no action will be taken on any issues) 
Schneider noted that he just received notice from the County that the County surveyor would be 
conducting a re-monumentation throughout the Town to ensure section markers are where they belong. 
Don Krajeck also received notice and talked to County about the process; it is apparently a routine 
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process and there is no cost to the Town.  The surveyor will reset the monuments if found to be in the 
wrong location. 
 
Thompson announced that the Rock County Planning and Economic Development Agency will be holding 
a Boundary Agreements Workshop on March 24 at 2 pm; he is in attendance tonight to invite Town Board 
and Plan Commission members to the workshop.  The Town could learn more about the process, as they 
have been working with the City on this issue.  Speakers from the Wisconsin Department of 
Administration, Rock County Planning and Economic Development Agency, and an attorney from 
Madison with statewide experience on working on boundary agreements will be in attendance to present.   

 
Deputy Borth from the Rock County Sheriff’s Department was in attendance to hear any citizen concerns.  
Schneider reported that he had called in a concern about scrap iron and old farm equipment being stolen, 
as well as railroad signs being stolen.  The railroad crossings are owned by Fitchburg and Oregon, and 
they will have to replace the signage.  Deputy Borth reported nicer homes in subdivisions north of 
Janesville, off County F, County Y, and Burdick Road have recently been the victims of burglaries.  
Reminded all residents to keep homes and vehicles locked, and be aware of their surroundings. 

 
Bob Janes was in attendance and stated that the City of Evansville will be holding a public hearing on 
April 4 regarding a proposed comp plan amendment.  The information is available on the City’s website.  
Janes stated the City, through the amendment, is proposing to take over 1,600 acres of Town land over 
20 years, including subdivisions such as Morningridge, Stoneridge, etc.  Janes felt that the City ignored 
the recommendations of the Evansville Union Implementation Committee.  He also felt that the Town 
needs to take a formal position on the issue.  Janes talked to Ron Combs to see if he had any feedback; 
Combs suggested an engineer look at it.  Janes’ fear is that once the map is approved there will be 
almost no Town development allowed.  Krajeck is of the impression that the City will not allow any rural 
residential development in their extraterritorial jurisdiction area.  Janes asked if the Towns Association 
could assist in any way, and also suggested that the Town put something in the Review regarding the 
hearing and possible outcomes and affects on the Town.   

 
George Franklin noted that Don Krajeck will not be continuing as Town Supervisor following the end of 
this term; he wanted to thank Krajeck for his work on the Board, and he has enjoyed working with him 
over the years.  

 
Sharon Franklin thinks there should be more lighting in the parking lot at the Fire Station; Schneider 
stated the Town could request more lighting be turned on for meeting nights. 

 
Roadwork/Snowplowing 
Schneider reported that the opening of bids for the Leedle Mill Road Bridge has occurred.  Costs came in 
over what the engineer budgeted, for several reasons.  To date, Schneider has not received confirmation 
that the bid has been accepted.  The cost to the Town is 10% of construction costs, plus any other things 
not covered in the contract.  The contract covers site prep work, including removing brush, and removal of 
old bridge. 

 
Clerk Ylvisaker presented a list of 49 signs needed throughout the Town prepared by Josh Wiser, along 
with a quote from Badger State Industries for a total of$1,554.02.  Motion to approve purchasing the 
signage listed on the quote for total of $1,554.02, and adding to the order two “road closed” signs made 
by Kendall Schneider.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Wiser has not clear direction yet on whether the Town wants to use wood or steel posts for the road 
signs.  Wiser would prefer steel posts; Center is currently using mostly steel now, and using wood only for 
oversized signs that steel can’t handle.  Decker has steel posts and bolts in stock and sells the posts in 
bundles of 25.  Motion to purchase one bundle of steel posts, appropriate bases, and a supply of 
hardware from Decker made by George Franklin.  Second by Don Krajeck.  Motion carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
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Wiser asked how to handle signage at intersections with State/County roads; it was clarified that the 
Town is responsible for road names, double arrow, stop ahead signs at these intersections.  The State is 
responsible for stop signs. 

 
Regarding location of road name signs on posts: a road name sign was down at Tupper and Cty. M, Rock 
County dispatch called Krajeck and told him not to mount road name signs on the tops of stop sign posts.  
At the time that particular road name sign was installed, Rock County was installing the signs for the 
Town and had placed them at the top of the stop sign post.  The Town will not install in this manner.  

 
Franklin discussed a 1972 International dump truck up for bid; following discussion the Board agreed to 
authorize Franklin to submit a bid in the amount of $6,000 and list Krajeck as contact in the event the bid 
is accepted, as Franklins will be out of town the month of March. 

 
Approval of 2011 Rock County Humane Society Contract 
The Board agreed to table the issue until the April meeting when Constable Kim Gruebling would be in 
attendance. 

 
Discussion: Park Use Ordinance Development 
Schneider distributed copies of the Town’s rules for public places.  This document should be the basis of 
our ordinance.  Clerk Ylvisaker will draft an ordinance for legal counsel to review to save on expenses 
related to having legal do all the drafting for the Town.  

 
Board Action: Approval of Costs Associated with Installation of Accessible Opener at Fire Station 
The issue was tabled at the February Board meeting pending decision of the Fire Board on installation 
being considered payment of rent for 2011.  Schneider stated the issue has not yet been addressed by 
the Fire Board.  He reported there has been discussion at Fire Board about revising building use policy.  
Motion to table issue pending clarification of building use policy by Fire Board made by Don Krajeck.  
Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Status Update on Legal Proceedings in the Following Matters: Gildner Property/Removal of 
Second Home; Non-Licensed Mobile Home Parks.  The Board may confer with legal counsel who 
will render advice (orally or in writing) about litigation strategy in these matters** 
Schneider reported that the Board held a special meeting to discuss several of these issues.  Schneider 
spoke with Attorney Lis Shea yesterday who has not yet heard from the Butz’s attorney.  Schneider will 
call Shea tomorrow for any update. 

 
Regarding the Gildner issue, the 1999 zoning map shows front parcels zoned B1, back parcel zoned A1.  
Bob Fahey will confirm this tomorrow at the County. 
 
Public Hearing: Action on Recommendation made by Plan Commission Regarding Amendments 
to Town of Union Code of Ordinances Chapter 17, Secs. 17.02 (3); 17.03 (1); 17.06 (3); 17.07 (3); 
17.08 (3); 17.09 (3); 17.10 (3); 17.11 (3); 17.12 (3); 17.13 (3); 17.14 (3), (5), (7), (8), (9); 17.15 (2); 17.16 
(2); 17.17 (2), (3); 17.18 
Public hearing opened at 8:14 p.m. 

 
Janes inquired as to the specifics of the changes.  Franklin explained that the changes move authority for 
approving conditional use permits back to the Board from the Plan Commission.   

 
Public hearing closed at 8:19 p.m. 

 
Motion to approve amendments to Town of Union Code of Ordinances Chapter 17, Secs. 17.02 (3); 17.03 
(1); 17.06 (3); 17.07 (3); 17.08 (3); 17.09 (3); 17.10 (3); 17.11 (3); 17.12 (3); 17.13 (3); 17.14 (3), (5), (7), 
(8), (9); 17.15 (2); 17.16 (2); 17.17 (2), (3); 17.18 made by Don Krajeck.  Second by George Franklin.  
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
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Public Hearing: Action on Recommendation made by Plan Commission Regarding Adoption of 
Ordinance 2011-02, An Ordinance to Add a Right-To-Farm Disclaimer to Certified Survey Maps 
and Plats in the Town of Union  
Public hearing opened at 8:20 p.m. 
 
Schneider read in the new language: 

 
1. Town of Union Ordinance Section 16.12 is amended to read as follows: 

 
Section 16.12 Minor Land Divisions 
Any division of land, no matter the size, other than a Subdivision as defined herein, shall be surveyed 
and a Certified Survey Map (CSM) shall be prepared and recorded as provided in § 236.34, Wis. Stats. 
and Section 16.13. … 
 

2. Town of Union Ordinance Section 16.13 is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 16.13 Certified Survey Map 

(1) The Town of Union requires a Certified Survey Map be prepared by a land surveyor registered in the 
State of Wisconsin for all land divisions except Subdivisions which a Certified Plat Map. 
… 
(4) The Certified Survey Map shall, at minimum, show correctly on its face, in addition to the 
information required by § 236.24, Wis. Stats., all of the following: 
… 
I.  The following statement:  "The above-described premises may be located within the vicinity of 
farmland or a farm operation.  Generally accepted agricultural and management practices, which may 
generate noise, dust, odors, and other associated conditions, may be used and are protected by 
Wisconsin’s "Right to Farm" Law." 
 

3. Town of Union Ordinance Section 16.14 is amended to read as follows: 
 
Section 16.14 Subdivision Preliminary Plat Approval, Conditional Approval, Rejection 
… 
A.  A Subdivision Preliminary Plat shall be required for all proposed Subdivisions and shall be based 
upon a survey by a registered land surveyor and the plat prepared on paper of good quality at a map 
scale of not more than two hundred (200) feet to the inch or other appropriate scale and shall show 
correctly and completely on its face the following information: 
… 
xxxvi.  The following statement:  "The above-described premises may be located within the vicinity of 
farmland or a farm operation.  Generally accepted agricultural and management practices, which may 
generate noise, dust, odors, and other associated conditions, may be used and are protected by 
Wisconsin’s "Right to Farm" Law." 

 
 
Public hearing closed at 8:21 p.m. 

 
Motion to adopt Ordinance 2011-02, An Ordinance to Add a Right-To-Farm Disclaimer to Certified Survey 
Maps and Plats in the Town of Union made by George Franklin.  Second by Don Krajeck.  Motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Recycling Center Update 
Jerry Krueger reported a quiet month.   
 
The Governor’s budget proposal eliminates grant funding for recycling programs.  Krajeck thinks the 
Town needs to keep their recycling program going, either by raising the tax levy or general fees.  Krajeck 
also noted that the issue with the Red Barn needs to be addressed; they are bringing their recyclables to 
the Center and filling the recycling bins early every Saturday.   
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Regarding the heater for the office, Krajeck received proposals of $1,895 from Landmark and $1,350 from 
Howell Heating for installation of the heater.  Motion to accept bid from Howell Heating to install a LP gas 
heater at the Recycling Center office at a cost of $1,350 made by Don Krajeck.  Second by Kendall 
Schneider.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Regarding fuel for the heater, Landmark will install a 125 lb tank at a cost of $125.  Franklin will look into 
moving one of his tanks from Landmark to the Center.  

 
Pay Bills 
There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Kendall 
Schneider and seconded by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Clerk Regina Ylvisaker 
 
Note: minutes are considered draft until reviewed and approved by the Town Board at a properly noticed meeting. 
 
 
 


