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TOWN OF UNION  
MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

Minutes of Thursday, June 2, 2011 
 
The Town of Union Board monthly board meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, June 2, 
2011 at the Evansville Fire Station, 425 Water St., Evansville, WI by Chairman Kendall Schneider.  
Members in attendance included Chairman Schneider, Supervisors George Franklin and Kim Gruebling, 
Treasurer Sharon Franklin, Clerk Regina Ylvisaker, Building Inspector Bob Fahey, and Constable Eric 
Larsen.  Plan Commission members Alvin Francis and Renee Exum were also in attendance. 
 
Clerk’s Minutes   (May 5, 2011) 
Motion by Kim Gruebling to approve the minutes of the May 5, 2011 monthly Board meeting as written.  
Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Treasurer’s report 
Treasurer Sharon Franklin reported balances as of May 31, 2011: 
 

Local Gov’t Investment Pool General Fund   $              0.00 
Park and Recreation Fund     $      12,432.58 
UB&T Money Market Sweep Account    $      44,922.45 
UB&T Checking Account     $      15,000.00 
Leedlemill Bridge CD      $      19,158.19 
Wayne Disch Memorial Park Fund    $        2,394.05 
Morning Ridge Stub Road CD     $      20,146.62 
 
Escrow Accounts: 
 Robert Janes/Bakers Crossing   $           813.77 
 Teresa Lane  
  Bank of Monticello   $        2,891.25 
  Michael Kipp    $           963.75 

 
Board Action: Budget Line Adjustments if Required 
Motion to move $1,000 from Conservation & Development/Attorney Fees to Health & Human 
Services/Humane Society Animal Pickup/Housing  made by Kim Gruebling.  Second by Kendall 
Schneider.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Constable’s report 
Constable Eric Larsen reported receiving one call on May 17, for a loose dog in a yard on Forest Hollow 
Lane; he called vet per tag and got the owners name, contacted them as well.  Larsen will be meeting 
with RCHS next week re: contract. 
 
Building Inspector’s report 
Building Inspector Bob Fahey reported issuing no building permits in May.  He reported he had conducted 
inspections of all mobile home parks and bars. 
 
Public Comment (5 min max per item, no action will be taken on any issues) 
Randy Taydych, Woodworth Dr., stated he had received his revaluation notice, and the times listed for 
open book will not work for him due to his work schedule.  He spoke to the assessor who was unable to 
come up with a time that would work for him.  Clerk Regina Ylvisaker will speak with the assessor 
regarding adding open book times/dates. 

 
Larry Meier, Weary Rd., stated that regarding the revaluation, his property had a steep rise in 
assessment; is it safe to assume that the mill rate will go down and the amount we pay in taxes will 
remain about the same?  Kendall Schneider stated that the mill rate should go down and amount paid in 
taxes should not increase significantly.   

 
Joanne VanNorman: State Rd. 104, inquired as to why it took so long for the Town to initiate the reval 
when they knew that the percentages were going down and a reval was needed.  The increases to 
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assessment would not have been so large if the reval would have been done sooner.  VanNorman also 
noted that property owners should be sure that the information the assessor has on file for their property 
is correct, i.e. fireplaces, whirlpools, etc.   

 
Board Discussion/Action: Noise/Barking Dog Complaints 
Schneider reported receiving complaints of barking dogs on Croft and Milbrandt roads.  Gruebling stated 
that such complaints should be reported to and handled by the Sheriff’s Department.  He believes that the 
County has a barking dog ordinance, and their officers can issue a citation.  Gruebling also noted that 
sometimes it takes more than one call for a citation to be issued, once a history of complaints has been 
established.  He recommended a letter to complainants stating they should call the Sheriff’s Department 
when dogs are actually barking; letters after the fact don’t do any good.  

 
Public Hearing: Review and Action on request made by Dennis Midthun, 502 Cabrillo Ct., Verona, 
WI 53593 to separate off 8 acres from the existing ~25 acre parcel located in the NE ¼, SE ¼, and 
NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 14, #6-20-116.1, 13845 W. Bullard Rd. and 13907 W. Bullard Rd.  The 
applicant is requesting the 17 acre parent parcel retain A2 zoning, and the resulting 8 acre parcel 
be rezoned A3.  The purpose of the request is to separate the two existing homes on the lot into 
separate parcels. 
Plan Commission recommended approval on May 26, 2011 by unanimous vote. 

 
Public hearing opened at 7:40 p.m. 

 
No comments. 

 
Public hearing closed at 7:42 p.m. 
 
Applicant Dennis Midthun was not in attendance.  
 
Schneider stated that there would likely be more assessed value with two parcels vs. one.  He also noted 
that the head of Spring Creek is located on the flag lot.  Bob Fahey noted that the Board should be sure 
that the 50’ setback is maintained between the large farmhouse and the edge of the lot line on the final 
CSM. 

 
Regarding driveways crossing parcel lot lines, as long as one driveway comes off the road to each parcel, 
adjusting them once on private property is the responsibility of the owners. 

 
Motion to approve the request made by Dennis Midthun, 502 Cabrillo Ct., Verona, WI 53593 to change 
the zoning of the requested 8 acre parcel located in the NE ¼, SE ¼, and NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of Section 
14, #6-20-116.1, 13845 W. Bullard Rd. and 13907 W. Bullard Rd. made by George Franklin.  Second by 
Kendall Schneider.   
 
Roll call: Kendall Schneider – Yes; George Franklin – Yes; Kim Gruebling – Yes.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Motion to approve the request made by Dennis Midthun, 502 Cabrillo Ct., Verona, WI 53593 to separate 
off 8 acres from the existing ~25 acre parcel located in the NE ¼, SE ¼, and NW ¼ of the NE ¼ of 
Section 14, #6-20-116.1, 13845 W. Bullard Rd. and 13907 W. Bullard Rd. made by George Franklin.  
Second by Kendall Schneider. 
 
Roll call: Kendall Schneider – Yes; George Franklin – Yes; Kim Gruebling – Yes.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
Board Action: Request made by Plan Commission for Town Engineer to Participate in the Drafting 
of Tower and Antenna Ordinance 
Franklin thinks the Plan Commission should come up with a sample ordinance, then have the attorney 
and engineer review it.  He doesn’t want the attorney writing the ordinance for the Town.  Begley and 
others have provided sample ordinances, the Plan Commission should be able to use them and draft an 
ordinance.  Alvin Francis feels the engineer would have good input on the development of the ordinance.  
Renee Exum clarified that the Plan Commission would like the attorney to provide ordinances that he has 
drafted, thinking that this may save time/money in the long run as he would be familiar with the 
ordinances.  Larsen’s opinion is that asking the Plan Commission to draft an ordinance when they know 
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nothing about the subject matter doesn’t make sense.  Essentially, they would like to have the engineer 
attend meetings, and be available for questions and offer input.   

 
Motion to approve having the Town Engineer participate in the drafting of the tower & antenna ordinance 
by having him attend a Plan Commission meeting made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by Kim 
Gruebling.   
 
Gruebling asked for clarification regarding how many meetings the engineer would be attending; it was 
clarified that the Board approved attendance at one meeting at this time.  Francis noted that there have  
already been at least 6 copies of ordinances provided to Plan Commission members for review, and he 
would like to have the engineer attend the next meeting. 

 
Amend original motion to state “attendance at June 30 meeting” by Kendall Schneider.  Second by Kim 
Gruebling. 

 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Board Action: Request made by Plan Commission for Town Attorney to Provide Sample Tower 
and Antenna Ordinances  
Larsen clarified that the request is not to have the attorney attend a meeting, it is simply to provide copies 
of any tower and antenna ordinances he has worked on. 

 
Motion to approve the request made by the Plan Commission to have the Town Attorney provide copies 
of sample tower and antenna ordinances he has personally worked on made by Kendall Schneider.  
Second by Kim Gruebling. 

 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Discussion/Update: Cooperative Agreements, Evansville Comp Plan Amendments 
The Town and City are still meeting, and it is an ongoing process. The next joint meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, June 13 at 7 pm at City Hall.  The group will be discussing boundary agreements.  The City Plan 
Commission meeting is June 6, and the Common Council meeting is June 14, 6:30 pm at Creekside 
Place.  The proposed comp plan amendments will be acted upon at these meetings.   

 
Public Hearing: Adoption of Resolution 2011-01, A Resolution Authorizing the Town of Union to 
Impose a Special Charge Under Wis. Stats. §66.0809 
The agenda item was moved ahead. 

 
Public hearing opened at 7:24 p.m. 

 
Schneider gave a brief overview of the ordinance. 

 
Roger Berg, landlord of numerous properties both in Union and Evansville, objects to the adoption of the 
ordinance.  He feels that Evansville has the ability to collect the unpaid charges.  In his opinion, some 
people take advantage of the winter moratorium and quit paying their utility bills during that time, and then 
are able to enter into deferred payment plans with the City in the spring.  Evansville Water & Light is 
extremely lenient with customers, in Berg’s opinion, and he thinks they are a business and should collect 
their bills.  They could be more aggressive on shut offs or go to court.  He believes that adopting the 
resolution would harm Town of Union taxpayers, as the tenants may be gone but the landlord/taxpayer 
will still be here paying delinquent utility charges they left behind.   

 
Jim Bembinster agrees, and feels that Evansville Water & Light should be doing the work to collect and 
be more diligent in collecting advance deposits. 

 
Randy Taydych agrees as well, and inquired if adopting the resolution would cost the Town money; 
Schneider stated that it could create some extra work for the Treasurer.   

 
Public hearing closed at 7:33 p.m. 
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Motion to take no action on the adoption of Resolution 2011-02, A Resolution Authorizing the Town of 
Union to Impose a Special Charge Under Wis. Stats §66.0809 made by Kim Gruebling.  Second by 
Kendall Schneider. 

 
Gruebling heard good arguments tonight to take no action on the Resolution; Franklin agrees. 

 
Original motion withdrawn by Kim Gruebling.  Second by Kendall Schneider.   

 
Motion to deny Resolution 2011-02, A Resolution Authorizing the Town of Union to Impose a Special 
Charge Under Wis. Stats §66.0809 made by Kim Gruebling.  Second by Kendall Schneider. 
 
Roll call: Kendall Schneider – Yes; George Franklin – Yes; Kim Gruebling – Yes.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
Public Hearing: Adoption of Resolution 2011-02, A Resolution Establishing Voting Wards and 
Polling Place Location 
Public hearing opened at 8:10. 
 
Clerk Ylvisaker explained the need for the establishment of new voting wards following the 2010 census.  
The population requirements for each ward necessitated the creation of three wards where there were 
only two in the past. 
 
Public hearing closed at 8:16   
 
Motion to adopt Resolution 2011-02, A Resolution Establishing Voting Wards and Polling Place Location 
made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by Kim Gruebling.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Approval of Liquor Licenses 
Zoning violations were noted for Union Tavern and Geneo’s Red Barn, as well as delinquent invoices to a 
wholesaler by Geneo’s Red Barn. 
 
Motion to approve 2011-12 liquor license for Evansville Golf Course, and approve 2011-12 licenses for 
Union Tavern and Geneo’s Red Barn contingent upon correction of zoning violations, and resolution of 
outstanding debt to wholesaler of intoxicating liquor made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by George 
Franklin. 

 
Gruebling clarified that the zoning violation corrections should be subject to reinspection by the building 
inspector. 

 
Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Approval of Operator=s (Bartender) Licenses 
Ylvisaker noted that several applicants from each establishment are lacking evidence of training or prior 
operator licenses (as indicated on list below with a *), and recommended approval contingent upon 
receipt of required paperwork. 
 
Evansville Golf Course 
Deborah L. Grosz 
Derik D. Doescher 
Gary C. Grossman 
Michelle L. Sloniker 
Bradley J. Smith 
Rebecca Peach 
Rita K. Stone 
Tammy L. Jones 
Jeannie M. Doescher 
Samantha J. Stone 
Jamie M. Shotliff 
Carol P. Laube 
Rachel A. Ammerman 
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Michelle R. Brusigar * 
Kirsten H. Gragg * 
 
Union Tavern 
Jolene K. Klitzman 
Daniel G. Milz 
Mary A. Brzezinski 
Melvin R. Arnold 
Clint R. Radtke 
Aron M. Milz * 
Alisha A. Trawicki * 
 
Geneo’s Red Barn 
Norma L. Spaar 
Nadene E. Holland 
Debra K. Stueber 
Becky M. Rossiter-Trujillo 
Kelly J. Gransee 
Tori A. Sander * 
Hannah S. Hunn * 
 
Motion to approve operator licenses as listed, and approve licenses pending receipt of required 
documentation of training course or operator license for Hunn, Sander, Milz, Trawicki, Brusigar, and 
Gragg made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote.   

 
Approval of Cigarette Licenses 
Motion to approve 2011-12 cigarette license for Union Tavern contingent upon correction of zoning 
violations made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

 
Approval of Mobile Home Park Licenses  
A recent inspection report from Building Inspector Bob Fahey indicates zoning violations are present at 
Midway Village, Fair Street Village, and Birchwood Trailer Court.  Fahey has contacted all parks regarding 
violations. 

 
Motion to approve 2011-12 Mobile Home Park License for Valhalla Mobile Home Park made by Kim 
Gruebling.  Second by Kendall Schneider.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 
Motion to approve licenses for Birchwood Trailer Court, Fair Street Village, and Midway Village pending 
correction of zoning violations observed in the Building Inspector report dated May 27, 2011 made by Kim 
Gruebling.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
Roadwork 
Schneider stated that approximately $40,000 could be spent on sealcoating.  He has spoken with Scott 
Construction, who has done work for us previously and did a great job.  Areas that need sealcoating 
include Evansville Brooklyn Road from Templeton’s going north, Crocker Road from north of Butts Corner 
Road to Holt Road, Holt Road from the west side on the Town line to Highway 14, the Town’s portion of 
Union/Dane Road going east from the Town line to Franklin Road, and Franklin Road to Highway 59. 
 
Motion to have Scott Construction sealcoat Crocker Road from the change in pavement north of Butts 
Corner Road north to Holt Road, and continuing west on Holt Road to the Town line for a total cost of 
$42,000 made by Kendall Schneider.  Second by George Franklin.  Motion carried by unanimous voice 
vote. 

 
Franklin reported Josh Wiser and Jerry Krueger did shouldering today.  He is able to get gravel for $150 
per truckload (18-20 yards) delivered.  It was agreed to order 3 loads. 
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Gruebling noted that the road sign at Highway M and Territorial needs adjusting.  Josh Wiser clarified that 
the sign is the County’s sign, and he is unsure if he should fix it.  The Board agreed that as it is the 
County’s sign repairs and adjustments should be done by the County.   
 
Road name signs for N. Weary Road, Cemetery Road are on order.  The Town’s name should be on our 
trucks, and Franklin will handle getting this done.  

 
Recycling Center Update 
Jerry Krueger had nothing to report.  He requested that when roadside mowing is done, 2 or 3 cuts 
should be made along the Center driveway if possible.  Krueger noted that Geneo’s tavern is bringing 
recycling in again and filling almost one dumpster at a time with their recycling.   

 
Status Update on Legal Proceedings in the Following Matters: Cavalier Village Mobile Home Park.  
The Board may confer with legal counsel who will render advice (orally or in writing) about 
litigation strategy in these matters** 
No update . 

 
Pay Bills 
There being no further business to come before the Board, a motion was made to pay bills and adjourn 
by Kendall Schneider.  Second by Kim Gruebling.  Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.    
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Clerk Regina Ylvisaker 
 
Note: minutes are considered draft until reviewed and approved by the Town Board at a properly noticed meeting. 
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